512    EVERYBODY'S BUSINESS is NObOBY's BUSINESS.
a very bard matter for a gentleman to get him a servant, o* for a tradesman to find an apprentice.
Innumerable other mischiefs accrue, and others will spring up fiom this race of caterpillars, who must be swept from out our streets, or we shall be overrun with all manner of wickedness
But the subject is so low, it becomes disagreeable even to myself; give me leave, therefore, to propose a way to clear the streets of these vermin, and to substitute as many honest industrious persons m their stead, who are now starving for want of bread, while these execrable villains live, though in rags and nastiness, yet in plenty and luxury
I, therefore, humbly propose that these vagabonds be put immediately under the command of such taskmasters as the government shall appoint, and that they be employed punished, 01 rewarded, according to then capacities and dements ; that is to say, the industrious and docible to woolcombing, and other parts of the woollen manufacture, where hands are wanted, as also to husbandry and other parts of agriculture.
For it is evident that there are scarce hands enow in the country to carry on either of these affa,ns. Now, these vagabonds might not only by tins means be kept out of harm's way, but be rendered serviceable to the nation Nor is there any need of transporting them beyond seas, for if any are refractory they should be sent to our stannaries and other mines, to our coal woiks and other places wheie hard labour is required And heie I must offer one thing never yet thought of, or proposed by any, and that is, the keeping in due repair the navigation of the n\er Thames, so useful to our trade in general, and yet of late years such vast hills of sand are gathered together in several parts of the nver, as are very prejudicial to its navigation, one which is fiear London Budge, another near Whitehall, a third nearBattei-sea, and a fourth near Fulham These are of very great hindrance to the navigation, and indeed the removal of them ought to be a national concern, which I humbly propose may be thus effected
The rebellious part of these vagabonds, as also other thieves and offenders, should be formed into bodies under the command of proper officers, and under tho guard and awe of our Boldieiy These should every day at low water carry a ray